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proudly presents the 2020

Alberta’s honour choir program
for singers between the ages of 11 and 15 

EDMONTON — 6-9 Feb 2020
McDougall United Church
Christy Elsner, guest conductor
 
CALGARY — 30 Jan-2 Feb 2020
Bella Concert Hall, Mount Royal University
Lynnel Joy Jenkins, guest conductor



The Alberta Children’s Choir program comprises two children’s 

honour choirs for singers between the ages of 11 and 15. These 

choirs provide an opportunity for children from across the province 

to pursue musical excellence under the direction of an internation-

ally recognized choral conductor and music educator. Each year, 

the Alberta Children’s Choirs rehearse and perform a diverse and 

challenging concert program through which choristers develop 

their musical and interpersonal skills.

Admission to the Alberta Children’s Choir is by music teacher/conduc-

tor recommendation. An online Recommendation Rubric has been 

provided for this purpose. In addition, music teachers/conductors are 

asked to send home the enclosed Chorister Questionnaire to be com-

pleted by the recommended chorister and their parents. The Ques-

tionnaire is to be returned to you and submitted online with your Rec-

ommendation Rubric. 

Recommendation Instructions

1. Teachers/conductors are invited to develop a list of 8 of their 

strongest choristers for recommendation. Please note that, 

whenever possible, teachers are asked to recommend well-

balanced octets (i.e. an equal number of sopranos and altos).

2. Teachers/conductors will distribute the Information Sheet and 

Chorister Questionnaire Forms (provided in this Recommenta-

tion Packet) to the 8 choristers selected for recommendation.

3. Choristers and their parents/guardians will complete the Cho-

rister Questionnaire and return it to their teacher/conductor.

4. Using their knowledge of the choristers and the information 

provided on the Chorister Questionnaires, teachers/conductors 

complete a Recommendation Rubric for each chorister. 

5. Teachers/conductors will upload a scanned copy of the com-

pleted Chorister Questionnaires and Recommendation Rubrics 

to the online Recommendation Form available at https://www.

choiralberta.ca/recommend-choristers.html. 

6. A panel of children’s choir conductors and music educators will review 

the recommendation materials and establish the roster for the choir.

7. Teachers/conductors will be advised as to which of their rec-

ommended choristers have been accepted into the Alberta 

Children’s Choir program. Acceptance letters and registration 

forms, and encouraging letters of non-acceptance, will be sent 

directly to recommended choristers by the Choir Alberta office.

8. Upon the receipt of registration forms and fees, music folders 

will be sent directly to the homes of accepted choristers.

We invite you to recommend singers from your choir!

ACC is a wonderful program for gifted and hard-
working young singers! The experience for choristers 
goes beyond the synthesis of their vocal, aural, theo-
retical, technical and interpretive skills. It provides 
them the opportunity to meet new friends and to work 
on a consistently high caliber of repertoire. Being in 
this safe environment of music-making builds their 
confidence for performing. It has always been a plea-
sure for me as a conductor to be able to recommend 
my choristers and have them come back rejuvenated 
with added tools and strategies for healthy singing. 
ACC also allows them the opportunity to be leaders in 
their choir as they model what they have learned and 
share their experience with other choristers.

— Beth Pecson
Music Teacher, Monsignor Fee Otterson School

I participate in the ACC, because I think it is a good 
way of sharing your musical talents with everyone 
else. It is so much fun, and a great way to make 
friends. What I like about the ACC is that everyone 
there gets the chance to learn different techniques 
about music. We are all wanting to be there, and ev-
eryone is always happy. I play the piano, and doing 
the ACC for 2 years, has helped me with different pia-
no techniques and tricks, such as reading notes way 
faster and better. Everyone is always so nice at the 
ACC, and being there makes me want to smile! I keep 
going back to the ACC, because it is so much fun, 
and it is a great opportunity. I am so lucky to have the 
chance to participate in the Alberta Children’s Choir. 

— Elysha, Northern ACC Chorister
Northern Lights Harmonics, Plamondon



Q & A

Q: What age must a chorister be to participate in ACC?

A: Choristers must be between the ages of 11 and 15  

 to participate.  Choristers younger than 11 will not  

 be admitted to the choir.

Q: Where & when will the preparatory rehearsals take   

 place?

A: The preparatory rehearsal for ACC North  will take 

  place in Edmonton; the preparatory rehearsal for 

 ACC South will take place in Calgary. Both rehearsals 

  will be held on Saturday, 11 Jan 2020.

Q: Why does the recommendation process include 

  a recommendation rubric?

A: We had received feedback from recommending 

teachers/conductors that they found the previ-

ous recommendation process, which included 

the ranking of choristers, to be challenging.  The  

Recommendation Rubric serves as an alternative,   

and provides a tool through which teachers/ 

conductors can assess the key choral skills of each  

of their recommended choristers without having  

to rank them.

Timeline for Teachers/Conductors

By 11 Oct 2019

Establish list of recommended choristers and send Chorister Ques-

tionnaires (provided) home with those choristers.

By 25 Oct 2019

Recommended choristers return their Chorister Questionnaires to 

teachers/conductors.

By 1 Nov 2019

Teachers/conductors complete the Recommendation Rubrics and at-

tach them to the online Recommendation Form available at available at 

https://www.choiralberta.ca/recommend-choristers.html.

By 19 Nov 2019

The ACC roster will be released.  Emails will be sent to parents/

guardians of choristers as well as to recommending teachers.

By 6 Dec 2019

All accepted choristers must have submitted their registration forms.  

A variety of payment options/plans will be available. Note that music 

folders and links to rehearsal mp3s will be sent directly to chorister 

homes upon the receipt of registration materials.

11 Jan 2020 

Preparatory rehearsals will take place in Edmonton and Calgary.  

Details will be released after the ACC roster has been established.

30 Jan-2 Feb 2020 

Southern (Calgary) ACC residency and concert.

6-9 Feb 2020

Northern (Edmonton) ACC residency and concert.

Performances

ACC North (Edmonton)

Sunday, 9 February 2020, 3:00 p.m. 

McDougall United Church

(10086 MacDonald Drive NW)

General Admission $18 + service charges

Students & Seniors $14 + service charges

ACC South (Calgary)

Sunday, 2 February 2020, 3:00 p.m.

Bella Concert Hall, Mount Royal University

(4825 Mt Royal Gate SW)

General Admission $25 + service charges

Other questions?  

Please feel free to contact the Choir Alberta office by phone (780-488-7464 or toll free 1-855-723-6397) or by email (info@

choiralberta.ca).



CHRISTY ELSNER

GUEST CONDUCTOR, NORTHERN ACC

Christy Elsner is the 
Founder and Artistic 
Director of the Allegro 
Choirs of Kansas City.  
Under her direction 
since 2000, Allegro has 
grown from one choir 
of 38 to six choirs with 
over 250 singers. Her-
alded as “the voice of 
angels” by the Kansas 
City Star, Allegro in-

spires thousands of audience members each year 
with its varied repertoire, technical excellence, and 
heartfelt singing.  The Allegro choirs have travelled 
extensively nationally and internationally with per-
formances at the White House for President Obama 
and the First Lady, St. Peter’s Basilica, Notre Dame, 
Carnegie Hall, and Myerson Hall.  The choirs are 
yearly guests of the Kansas City Symphony.   

Christy is engaging and demanding but wraps her 
unwavering pursuit of excellence in humor and in-
spiring messages. As an active clinician for chil-
dren’s, youth, and treble choirs, Christy enjoys giving 
workshops on innovative rehearsing and is honored 
to conduct many regional, state, and national honor 
choirs.  Her first book, Gadgets for Great Singing, was 
published in 2013 by Hal Leonard. She is the 2010 
recipient of the Kindest-Kansas Citian and the 2008 
recipient of the MENC Outstanding Middle Level 
Educator.  She completed six years as the SWACDA 
Children’s and Community Youth R&S Chair. She is a 
past receipient of the KCDA Outstanding Young Con-
ductor Award.  

She received her music education degree from the 
University of Kansas and received the Marcus E. 
Hahn Award for Outstanding Senior in Music Edu-
cation.   Professional memberships include MENC, 
Chorister’s Guild, Chorus America, and ACDA.  

LYNNEL JOY JENKINS

GUEST CONDUCTOR, SOUTHERN ACC

 Lynnel Joy 
Jenkins is Artis-
tic Director of 
the Princeton 
Girlchoir and 
choral teacher 
at the Timber-
lane Middle 
School of the 
Hopewell Val-
ley Regional 

School District in Pennington, New Jersey. Dr. Jen-
kins’ varied conducting and teaching experience 
ranges from the elementary to collegiate level. Pre-
vious to these appointments, she served as Assistant 
Professor of Music Education at Westminster Choir 
College of Rider University and Conductor of the 
Resident Training Choir at the American Boychoir in 
Princeton, New Jersey. She has also served as As-
sociate Music Director of the Temple University Chil-
dren’s Choir in Temple University’s Music Preparatory 
Division and music specialist at the Haverford School 
in Haverford, Pennsylvania.

Jenkins is a choral music educator of international 
stature, having lectured and conducted in China, 
Hong Kong, Iceland, and South Africa. She has 
conducted honor choruses for one national, three 
divisional and several state conferences for the 
American Choral Directors Association, two nation-
al conferences for the Organization for American 
Kodály Teachers, numerous all-state choruses and 
choral festivals, and presented interest sessions and 
reading sessions for these professional music asso-
ciations.

She has developed and implemented choral pro-
grams inspired by the pedagogy and philosophy of 
Kodály. Jenkins has served on the teaching staff for 
Kodály Certification Programs at Texas State Univer-
sity in San Marcos, Texas and Westminster Choir Col-
lege in Princeton, New Jersey. Jenkins was inducted 
into the Music Education Alumni Hall of Fame and 
presented the Alumni Merit Award by Westminster 
Choir College for her contributions to the field of mu-
sic education. She earned degrees from Westminster 
Choir College of Rider University (B.M.), Temple Uni-
versity (M.M.) and University of Arizona (D.M.A.), and 
at the first two institutions was awarded the Elaine 
Brown Conducting Award. She holds a certificate in 
Kodály pedagogy from Westminster Choir College of 
Rider University and level two Orff-Schulwerk certi-
fication.
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