
20 July 2020 
 
The Honourable Leela Aheer 
Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women 
227 Legislature Building, 10800 97 Ave NW 
Edmonton, AB  T5K 2B6 
cmsw.minister@gov.ab.ca 
  
Dear Minister Ms. Aheer, 
 
As the Government of Alberta continues its work on developing a provincial relaunch strategy, it is critical that funding 
for the arts be included. This sector relies heavily on earned revenues from public performances and exhibitions and, due 
to the closures and cancellations necessitated by COVID-19, has faced particularly challenging financial circumstances. 
 
At the onset of the pandemic, in spite of overwhelming revenue losses and unavoidable layoffs, Alberta’s arts 
organizations quickly pivoted to offer performances and other artistic experiences online. Countless articles have been 
published citing the importance of these online offerings and their capacity to relieve stress, incite joy, and offer a 
glimmer of hope during this otherwise challenging time. To ensure all Albertans could access these online offerings, 
regardless of their financial circumstances, many arts organizations elected to offer them free of charge. Thus, the arts 
have played an essential role in preserving the mental and emotional health of individuals across our province.  
 
The arts are deeply ingrained in Alberta’s culture. According to the “Arts, Culture, and Heritage Participation in Canada’s 
Provinces…in 2016” report, 89% of Albertans attended at least one arts activity, and 51% made or performed art. These arts 
activities involve individuals of all ages and are known to improve personal health, strengthen communities, spark 
creativity and innovation, and ultimately contribute heavily to one’s quality of life. 
 
The arts also play a key role in strengthening our provincial economy. In 2017, Alberta’s arts sector contributed $5.3 billion 
and employed nearly 60,000 Albertans. Arts organizations are highly adept at stretching and leveraging funding, and data 
pertaining to the Canada Arts Presentation Fund shows that for every dollar invested by that program, $8.50 is spent in 
the Canadian economy. Undeniably, any investment in the arts promises a very strong return. 
 
Unfortunately, without additional government support throughout the duration of activity restrictions and the provincial 
relaunch, many of Alberta’s arts organizations may be forced to close their doors. This will result in a deterioration of the 
health and well-being of Albertans, the loss of tens of thousands of jobs, and could ultimately lead to the collapse of 
Alberta’s creative economy. 
 
For these reasons, I implore the Government of Alberta to include funding for the arts as part of the provincial relaunch 
strategy. This funding will play an essential role in the health and well-being of Albertans and in the economic recovery of 
our province. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Your name 
Your constituency 


